A Note from the Chair of the Search Committee 


Haverim, Shalom
Searching for a rabbi may be the most important activity that a synagogue community undertakes. It is my honor and privilege to chair the committee that will oversee this process. 

How we conduct the search will say as much about our community as whom we select. Our Committee is committed to making the search process as transparent and inclusive as possible. Transparency and maximum congregational input will be the hallmarks of the committee’s efforts. All of us associated with the search process consider ourselves to be shlichim, the representative of this community. 

In order to represent the community, the Committee must involve and reflect the wide variety of people in our Congregation, individuals of differing demographics, levels of observance, views of Halacha, and involvement. If you have not already attended a Kadimah group meeting to express your interest in serving as part of the process, please attend our next meeting on January 27, 2009 at 7:00 p.m. at Har Shalom. 

Please note that the Selection Committee will continue to rely on the broader Kadimah group throughout the search process for input and written materials that will form the basis of many of our search committee activities. 

Through this web site and articles in the Tablet, the Committee will identify and update the synagogue membership on the search process. Each member of the Committee will have his or her photograph placed on this website to encourage you to have face-to-face conversations with any of us. If you ever have any questions about the search process, please contact me at rabbisearch@harshalom.org so we may arrange a time for us to speak. Moreover, you may call Har Shalom at (301) 299-7087 x.309 to leave a voicemail message for the Search Committee. 

Let us embrace the imperative found in the sixth mishnah of Chapter I of Pirkei Avot: Select for yourself a master teacher, acquire for yourself a friend, and judge everyone meritoriously. How we interpret these words presents a challenge and an opportunity requiring our united efforts as a community. May we be blessed to move forward together in strength to find a rabbi who will further enhance the bonds of friendship, learning and gemilut hasadim among us. 

